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Dorothy Schus Jacabs
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Born in Grandmother's house 1n Tyrolean part of Ausiria
Family lived in Hanover, Germany

My mother first surviving shild (older brother had died in infancy)

] — 1 Emﬂha ¥
) a siater, born on Simchas Torah eve — a rea.
gﬂizaigl%g%er; then another sister, a year later; and finally 2

prother the next year, a very DLg selebration for one week, the
whole community came to the Kiddush

Her father in the hide and leather business - her maternal grandmother 1n
the =ame business elsewhere

ived in a middle class Jewish community
Shﬁailgather had a regular seat and went Lo Schul every Saturda?t
They observed holidays and the Sabbath - Cun;ervatlve COngresa 1§E )
(there were reform Jews who Were very sagimilated and also orthodox
They also kept kosher

They had help in the house and someone to look after the garden.

The family and some parts of the community were very Palastige congseious.
INF was also born in 1902, &She was sent to collect money in thi blue
boxes, her father gaid the nickels and dimes were very ilmportant.

j 1 come (like an internship)
- the commmnity had a student from I=srae |
Faggdygzguh the ehildren = he lived with different families for 3 mmﬁzgga
at a time - the community supported him - after school and on Sagg y
the children, boys and girls geparately, would learn Hebrew (reg 11?.'.1;;’,;1 fea
writing and spealing) and the celebration n{ all the hﬂé;:?ﬁiinl%zﬁm
lant trees, 1n pr
Bomar they would go on ar outing and p ; e baciie Ao
] <n Palestine. During the day the tutor taught o
iigiggd some jobs to help support himself. Palgstine was very mucg a part
of their lives. Clubs when they were older: Chaluzta for girls an
Shevrim for boys.

Her mother was very sick when she was very young and went amay_summﬁfi
and some winters and often to deetors in v;:?na. ﬁietﬁ3§§eiimﬁiﬂ %een
21 srandmother would stay and take charge.
ﬁ:ﬁiﬂ;a EEPEE and left with 6 children fram 6 to 20. She took over

the buginess (hide and 1eather) office (middleman as best as T can make out)

' hich his wife ran.
andfather had a goods and trimmings store, W _
Hegépi;zrggéagz time journalist and wrote humorous anacdotes for the Yiddish

i ' Cerman) - he travelled
ing Journal in German (no one spoke Yiddish, only
EEEE;EEEuiﬂpE and wrote stories of the Shtetl and his travels.

Her paternal grandmother traveled through the United States at 93 years
and then went to Israel to die.

1 4 that when the Messish will come all
Purim was a special day. It was gaid tl St s o
] ] t Purim. 1L was a c¢ y aay, g
holidays will he_abnliaggd except. Puri _ B R L. meausens
come, a "showspieler” entertained with storles .
got dressed up and 211 oollected for different charities.

] ] rimAan ] ] - hopscoteh, sleigh riding,
gmes in Ge vy wers simiiar to ours _ .
Thiéilﬁ whopping, skiing, DlE wheels with a stick and dominces were Some
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Her mother died when she was 11 and almaat immediately ]
thereafter her father was drafted into Germarn Amy and her
maternal grandmother came Lo take charge of family, her
brother was 3 1/2 then

| ‘ id fever -
Father returnsd 1917 wounded and with typhoi :
soon her mother's friend diverced husband and married her
father — didn't like step-mother.

Fducation - in public schools - got along -.mgstly_s;ayed
with own friends (Jewish), probably was anti/semitism,
but was unaware of it = school compul sory through hl%hed
achool - studied Latin and German (Cerman grammar help
1ater with Hebrew grammar)-only spoke German -— everybody
went to high school - all could go to University - hg;h ;
younger sister was a doctor. She attended Catholic _ 00
#en =he lived with her Grandmother while father was 1n
Army because theré was no public Ecynnl_in that ;aﬁn.
Wnen others were receiving instruction in Catholiclsam,
ahe peceived instruction 1n Judiasm.

Grandmother's family lived in Cassel

Her Father was educated in the Universily (to teach), but Eﬁnt
into wife's family business when marrizsd — He was & EFEE
storyteller and fed them with stories of "Our People™ and
Palestine.

ion] reat
pers talk about Zionism and when there was a g
Shiugﬁgﬁgnce ol Weitzman (she thinks) was pﬁ speall -~ 1@ was
a big secret and they talked only very quietly about it

maybe

were Ashlkenazic - second generation German,

Th?imm Austria originally - There Were textile merchants
and doctors in the family (cousins).

. , ?
After the war, 1917, 1 uncle who had been in American Army .
came baclk Lo Germany &and she discussed her leaving Germany
with him, He advised her to get her passport, which she
did secretly. She took her inheritance from her mmther .
(good mopey from Lloyds of London, not German mﬂti}ey_?hm A
as bad at that time) and came Lo AmErica. Her fami {hwa
upset, but probably glad. The younger children knew they

had to stay.

pmerica first class, a lwaurious trip and was
Shieiaﬁi Ezr nmele. He took her tﬂ_anﬂther unele in Brooklyn
and after the first night there (in crowded, dirty cmn;
ditions) she was ready Lo return home. On the second tay ;
ne took her to her mother's qousins 1n Harlem, 110th 3tree
~epeas from Central Park where she would stay and be happy.
There were three girls abpout her age in the family, who had

beernn born here., They were all in schocl. The father was
A4 Turriei,

Powered by ¢éFax.com Page: 2 of 4
ao2



Received: 21.Aug.00 07:12 AM From: 5163644960 To: 5618920787

Powered by ¢éFax.com Page: 3 of 4
D5/,21/00 08:08 FAX 516 364 4960 ADEMCO

@003

. “page 3

Tt was 1916 now and she paid the cousins 210 a week, Thg house
was next door toa ¥, She went to the Y to learn English

d in b weeks went out to look for a job. There were only
?Ebs open to her in shops &0 she went back to the Y and took

<a to take care of children. She got governess work
anﬂggs kept very busy. She would stay with the family, always
a nice family, always a Jéwish family. SamE'werg German, some
American. Her grandmother had advised her "In whlch home you
oome don't make waves) My father had always said she was 2
Nurse, because he was ashamed of her working as & Governess.

The Y had many trade courses - millinery, ete., The buildings
(brownstones) were very beautiful with marble stoops,
hrass door knobs. 116th Street on Friday night was l:Lk;et

rusalem, she used to write her father; everyone was ou
izlking and listening to the Cantor Yosselah Rosenblatt.
@he kept in touch with her father in Germany until the
war and would send money home to her E..’_LstersT She kept
in touch with her cousins here and visited with the
family.

She became governess to the family of Alexander Kahn, lawyer lor
the Forwards, who sventually took over the Forwards, dhe
stayed with them until she married.lin 1928, My father_uaaﬁ ot
to say, "Abe Kahn, President ofg the Jewish Farwards! is the bes
thing that ever happened to the 1.8." He wrote for immigrants

‘ brushn
vio came to the United Statess and d4dn't know how to
their teeth, he told them to buy a tooth brush; they used

their slecves to wipe their noses, he told them to et
handkerchiefs. They knew only Yiddish.

Lribute

Tn 1935 Mr. and Mrs. Alex Kahn went to Turope to dis _ _
money (she says $Imillion). At that time they visited in Vilna
with my father's mother.

rived in 1918, become a citizen after H years

Shgngaiaiﬁied in 1928. ’She had supported herself for 10
years, Back home in Germany her firat sister had married
and had 3 children; her second sister had left home and
gone to medical school, became a doctor and worked in a
hospital, Her grandmother died just befgra the war, Her
brother had belonged to a Zionmist opganization (many of
«hose members had emigrated to Israel), but Mis father
didn't let him go to Israel because he wanted him Lo
remain to say Kaddush for him. She had sent. papers for her
father Lo come to Ameriea, but he hadn't wanted to leave
hWis apartment house. The last contact was 1n the late
thirties. All of her mother's family had gone ta_Israal
(3 brothers and 2 sisters) and ashe made contact with them
in 1960 when she went looking for them.

Her father's four brothers had all settled in Ifmerica.
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Some of her memories of my father:
1 ] 15, from
d his father came to America in 1907, my father was 15, 1
Eﬁlﬁg, hut his father didn't like the job opportunities for hisa
son (my father) so they went back home

My father went to the University in Vilna, but there were no
joba there when he finished

His father had been in the Catering Business, but died scon after
his trip to America

He came to America in 1914 and 1ived in Philadelphia with an Aunt
He earped $4 a week and went to school at night to learn a trade

His sister was married and wanted Lo come to th? United States, but
her husband had some eve disease so they couldn't come

There had been Russian students 1n her area of Germany.



